Editorial
The Ulster Medical Journal sphincterotomy and stone retrieval or convert to open operation? At present I would advise the latter option, except in the elderly and unfit patient. Destruction of the biliary sphincter with resultant reflux chymobilia is not a good option longterm. A few centres are now doing laparoscopic choledochotomy and stone retrieval and doubtless this technique will become widespread in the near future, thereby solving the dilemma. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is one of the pioneering operations in the field of minimally invasive abdominal surgery and is the operation of choice for the majority of patients with gallstones. Many more procedures are already being established but we must be careful to practice the best surgery for the patient and not feel obliged to use a particular technique just because it is available. G W Johnston, Honorary Professor of Surgery, Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast BT12 6BA.
